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SMETA (Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit) is a widely used ethical audit methodology designed to help organizations assess and 

improve their supply chain practices. While SMETA is popular, there are several alternative audit frameworks and approaches that 

organizations may consider based on their specific needs and industry requirements. Here are some alternatives: 

SA8000

Description: SA8000 is a social accountability standard developed by Social Accountability International (SAl). lt focuses on areas 

such as child labor, forced labor, health and safety, freedom of association, and discrimination. 

Suitable for: Organizations looking for a comprehensive social accountability standard.

BSCI (Business Social Compliance lnitiative):

Description: BSCI is an initiative of the Foreign Trade Association (FTA) that aims to improve social compliance in the supply chain. 

lt covers areas such as fair remuneration, occupational health and safety, and the right to collective bargaining. 

Suitable for: Companies seeking a framework to improve social compliance in their supply chains. 

WRAP (Worldwide Responsible Accredited Production): 

Description: WRAP is a nonprofit organization that focuses on promoting safe, lawful, humane, and ethical manufacturing around 

the world. The WRAP certification program addresses labor, health, safety, and environmental practices. 

Suitable for: Manufacturers and suppliers looking tor a certification program that addresses various aspects of responsible 

production.

The SMETA (Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit)
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FLA (Fair Labor Association): 

Description: The Fair Labor Association is a collaborative effort of companies, NGOs, and universities. The FLA focuses on promoting fair 

labor practices and improving werking conditions globally. They conduct assessments and provide accreditation.

Suitable for: Companies committed to fair labor practices and looking for a collaborative approach. 

ISO 14001 (Environmental Management System): 

Description: While not specifically focused on ethica! trade, ISO 14001 is an international standard for environmental management 

systems. lt can be integrated with social and ethical considerations tor a more comprehensive approach. 

Suitable for: Companies looking tor an environmental management system with the potential for integration with social and ethical 

considerations.

Rainforest Alliance Certification:

Description: This certification focuses on sustainable agriculture and forestry practices, including social and environmental criteria. !t’s 

particularly relevant tor companies in the food and agriculture sectors.

Suitable for: Businesses in the agriculture aind forestry industries. 

When choosing an alternative to SMETA, it’s essential for organizations to consider their industry, specific supply chain challenges, and 

the aspects of ethical trade that are most critical to their values and stakeholders. Additionally, local regulations and industry standards 

may influence the choice of audit frameworks.

The SMETA (Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit) methodology primarily focuses on social and ethical aspects within the supply chain. 

The four pillars of SMETA are labor standards, health and safety, environmental, and business ethics. While the environmental pillar is 

indeed one of the four pillars, it’s important to note that the environmental aspect within SMETA is not as comprehensive as dedicated 

environmental management standards. 

The environmental pillar of SMETA typically includes an assessment of environmental management practices within the audited 

organization, covering areas such as:

Environmental Permits and Compliance:

•	 Verification of compliance with applicable environmental laws and regulations.

•	 Examination of permits and licenses related to environmental aspects.

Waste Management:

•	 Assessment of waste management practices, including disposal and recycling.

Energy Consumption:

•	 Evaluation of energy consumption and efficiency measures.

Water Usage:

•	 Examination of water usage and management practices.

Emissions and Air Quality:

•	 Assessment of emissions and air quality control measures.

Hazardous Substances:

•	 ldentification and management of hazardous substances.

While the environmental pillar of SMETA covers these aspects, organizations seeking a more comprehensive environmental 

management system may choose to implement ISO 14001, which is a dedicated international standard for environmental 

management. ISO 14001 addresses a broader range of environmental issues and provides a systematic framework tor organizations 

to manage their environmental responsibilities. In summary, while SMETA does include an environmental pillar, organizations with 

a strong emphasis on environmental management may choose to supplement or replace it with more specialized standards or 

certifications, such as ISO 14001, depending on their specific needs and objectives.


